
Pattern Pairs

Instructions
Characters are built up of between 1 and 6 different components or parts. These components can 
be arranged in different ways and learning to recognise these structural patterns is a useful step in 
learning to recognise and remember Chinese characters. 

Deck content:

48 pattern cards

48 character cards

Each pattern card pairs with a character card to make 48 pattern pairs.
Before you start matching pairs…..

Look at the different character patterns and group the same patterns together in piles.  
Now you’re ready to get matching ….

1-10 player activity

Aim: 
To match all the character cards with a corresponding structural pattern card.

Setup:
Lay out all 48 character cards face up in front of you.

How to play:
1.  Chose one character card, examine how the components are arranged and match it to a pattern 

card. Have a go at matching all 48 character cards.

2.  Use the answer sheet below to check your pairings. 

好 岁 哪 因 送



Pattern Pairs

人 月 大 口 一

好 明 认 我 妈 猫 狗 你

岁 朵 果 早 爸 家 笔 多

谢 哪 做

鼻 高 喜

国 四 因

同 间 问

画 凶 函

医 匹 区

床 店 左

包 可 习

送 边 这


